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Councilmember Alexander Comments

on Pepco’s $42.1 Million Rate Increase Request

On July 8, 2011, the Potomac Electric Power Company (Pepco) filed an application with the Public Service Commission requesting authority to increase existing distribution service rates and charges for electric service in the District of Columbia by $42.1 million dollars.
 This request would translate to an estimated increase of $5-6 per month on the average customer’s bill. Pepco has defended this increase as necessary to improve reliability and customer service.

Councilmember Yvette M. Alexander, chair of the Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs which has oversight over the Public Service Commission (PSC), is demanding that the PSC keep the frustrations of residents at the forefront of this case. 
“It is essential for the PSC to take a long, hard look at the facts involved in this rate request. This agency has a duty to the residents of the District to critically review the arguments put forth by Pepco and to be acutely aware of the equally important distress calls from our residents,” said Councilmember Alexander. “They must take heed to the fact that the residents of DC must see an improvement in their electric service.  As a councilmember and as chair of the Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs, I hear and agree with the frustrations of our utility consumers. They should not be expected to pay more without seeing a complete improvement in the service they are currently receiving.”  
Recently, the Public Service Commission has sought input from the public regarding Pepco’s request by holding community hearings in each of the city’s eight wards and by encouraging written statements from consumers. Beginning Monday, January 30, 2011, the PSC will commence evidentiary hearings on this request. Official documents related to this rate increase can be read on the Public Service Commission’s website at www.dcpsc.org, filed under the case number 1087. 
Persons interested in submitting comments on the rate increase may submit them to the Public Service Commission of the District of Columbia, 1333 H Street NW, Suite 200, West Tower, Washington, D.C. 20005. 
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